
Calling For A People’s Vaccine Against COVID-19

Two years since the World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a global pandemic –
and faced with disturbingly unequal access to COVID-19 vaccines – we urge world leaders to
do what is necessary to end this crisis and unite behind a People’s Vaccine.

For over two years, COVID-19 has ravaged the world, upending billions of lives and livelihoods.
While some in wealthy countries become complacent about this unprecedented crisis, billions of
people in the global south remain vulnerable to this terrible disease, facing the threat of severe
illness and death. Many are suffering hunger and destitution as a result of lockdowns and
continued economic hardship. While the huge social impact of children missing many months of
school and women facing increased domestic violence are yet to be fully comprehended.

Sadly, despite what some leaders in wealthy countries would like us to believe, the pandemic is
not over. But it is within our grasp to end it and ensure everyone is protected. That requires
giving everyone, everywhere access to safe and effective vaccines and other life-saving
COVID-19 technologies. This is possible, thanks to the incredible advances of science and the
public investment of governments around the world.

However, the cruel reality is that self-defeating nationalism, pharmaceutical monopolies and
inequality stand in our way. We did not need to reach the milestones of two years and an
estimated twenty million deaths from COVID-19. This was avoidable.

We ask world leaders to come together and coordinate a response to solve this unprecedented
crisis of historic proportions. We urge them to commit to sharing the economic burden required
to fund the next stages of vaccines, treatments, testing, and the medical oxygen and PPE
needed by healthcare workers around the world. The commitment of world leaders according to
each country’s ability to pay is crucial. Nations must urgently come forward and provide their
share of the long-term, sustainable finance that will enable us to make the whole world safe.

The European Union, the United Kingdom, and Switzerland continue to block the lifting of
intellectual property rules which would enable the redistribution and scale-up of COVID-19
vaccines, test and treatment manufacturing in the global south. The transfer of largely publicly
funded vaccine technology and know-how from pharmaceutical corporations would fast track
production to a matter of months. Yet still today, a handful of these corporations retain the power
to dictate vaccine supply, distribution and price – and the power to decide who lives and who
dies. World leaders, and particularly rich nations, have the responsibility to change this situation



and ensure the publicly funded vaccine technology and know-how is available to the global
south.

The current approach is immoral, entirely self-defeating and also an ethical, economic and
epidemiological failure. The virus is mutating all the time. Existing vaccines are less effective
against the Omicron variant, and although vaccines continue to protect against severe disease
and hospitalisation, there is no guarantee this will continue in the face of future variants. At the
same time, the cost to the global economy of failing to vaccinate the world is estimated to be $9
trillion dollars.

Twenty-two months ago, we first united behind a call for a People’s Vaccine. We knew the
painful lessons from a history of unequal access in dealing with diseases such as HIV and
Ebola. And we remembered the ground-breaking victories of health movements, including AIDS
activists and advocates who fought for access to affordable medicines for all. But world leaders
did not listen and failed to heed the warning that “Those who do not remember the past are
doomed to repeat it.”

Now we are reuniting, in greater numbers, and with utmost urgency repeating our call for a
People’s Vaccine. We appeal to world leaders to end this strategy of counter-productive
nationalism and of protecting pharmaceutical monopolies and to finally act with international
solidarity. Now is the time to renew the commitments made at the founding of the World Health
Organization, where all states agreed to deliver “the highest attainable standard of health as a
fundamental right of every human being.”

Specifically, we call on governments to take these urgent five steps:

1. Urgently agree and implement a global roadmap to deliver the WHO goal of fully vaccinating
70% of people by mid-2022, and beyond this ensure sustained, timely and equitable access
worldwide to COVID-19 vaccines, treatments, tests and other medical technologies,
including next generations effective and safe COVID-19 vaccines and medical technologies.

2. Maximise the production of safe and effective vaccines and other COVID-19 products by
suspending relevant intellectual property rules and ensuring the mandatory pooling of all
COVID-19 related knowledge, data and technologies so that any nation can produce or buy
sufficient and affordable doses of vaccines, treatments and tests.

3. Invest public funding now in a rapid and massive increase in vaccine manufacturing as well
as research and development (R&D) capacity to build a global distributed network capable
of and governed to deliver affordable vaccines as global public goods to all nations.

4. Make COVID-19 vaccines, treatments and tests available to governments and institutions at
a price as close to the true cost as possible, and provided free of charge to everyone,
everywhere, and allocated according to need.



5. Scale up sustainable investment in public health systems to ensure that low- and
middle-income country governments have adequate resources to get shots into arms and
save lives. These investments will pay dividends in the global economy and help restore
economic and development gains which the global COVID-19 pandemic has partially
reversed.

We stand ready to support world leaders in their joint response to achieve vaccine equity and
are confident the lessons learned from previous crises will serve to guide us and avoid
repeating old mistakes. Every life lost now to vaccine apartheid is avoidable. Only a People’s
Vaccine – based on the principles of equity and solidarity – can protect all of humanity and
create a fairer, safer, more prosperous world.
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Moussa Mara - Prime Minister of Mali (2014-2015)²
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Mariana Mazzucato - Professor at University College London; Founding Director of the UCL
Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose (IIPP); Chair of WHO Council on the Economics of
Health for All

Carolyn McAskie - Canadian diplomat and former assistant secretary-general for peacekeeping
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Paul Polman - Business leader and global advocate for the Sustainable Development Goals,
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Eka Tkeshelashvili - Deputy Prime Minister of Georgia (2010-2012), Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Center¹²
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Yasar Yakish - Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey (2002-2003)²
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Viktor Yushchenko - President of Ukraine (2005-2010)²
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